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ABOUT US

The firm was established by John Charles Stewart Hudson in 
1952 in the Durban CBD and has continued to practise in 
the Durban area ever since. John remains involved as a 
consultant to the firm and whose wealth of experience is 
still invaluable.

we continue to represent a number of national and 
multi-national corporates.

We pride ourselves in being accessible to our clients and 
have supported families and business (both large and 
small) for over six decades. Although our primary focus is 
on

“people and their property”

In 1996 we relocated to 303 Florida Road Morningside, a 
location which is central and which has proved to be 
convenient to our clients from the North and South Coasts 
as well as the Highway areas.
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AREAS OF EXPERTISE
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As industry leaders in this field of Law, we advise on all aspects of Estate 
Planning, undertake the preparation of Wills and attend to all aspects 
pertaining to the administration of Estates, both locally and worldwide.

Having specialised in this area of Law for almost 70 years, John Hudson 
& Company offers to its Clients unparalleled expertise, insight and 
knowledge on matters of Estate Planning and the Administration of 
Estates. Administration of Estates is an area of Law (not accountancy, 
banking or anything else) which requires qualified legal skills.

The efficient and timeous winding up of an Estate assists enormously in 
dealing with the multitudinous stresses of a bereavement. We strive in 
matters of this nature to assist way beyond that which is required of an 
Executor. Above all else, we are people too.

We cannot over emphasise the importance of having a professionally 
prepared and up-to-date Will. Many people believe that because they 
have limited assets a Will is not required. This is simply not so.

The law of unintended consequences is probably never more relevant 
than dying intestate (without a Will). We believe it to be essential for 
every adult to have a valid and up to date Will at all times.

Wills & Estate Planning
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Selling or buying property can be a daunting process. Recognised as 
industry leaders in this field of Law our vast experience enables us to 
undertake and advise on all property transactions from Development 
Schemes to everyday transfers.

More often than not buyers and sellers are unaware of their rights and 
as a result expose themselves to unforeseen risks.

What you should know about YOUR rights:


1. AS A SELLER, you have the absolute right and power to appoint your 
own Conveyancer. It is common practice for Estate Agents to insist on 
the appointment of a Conveyancer not known to the Seller, often 
leaving Sellers feeling lost, uninvolved and distanced from this crucial 
process.

We encourage all our Clients, when selling property, to insist that we are 
recorded and appointed as the Conveyancers to attend to the transfer 
of the property.




The Legal Practice Act prohibits the automatic pre-printed inclusion of 
a Conveyancer’s Firm name on any sale agreement and we urge 
Sellers to be alive to this when presented with a standard form 
document.

Property Transfers & Conveyancing

2. AS A BUYER, you may wish to finance the purchase of your home or 
investment property. Appointed to Investec Bank’s bond registration 
and bond cancellation panel, clients can feel comforted in being able 
to request that their Bank appoint John Hudson and Company as the 
Bond Registration Attorney.
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As a Buyer, you are entitled to propose or negotiate with the Seller 
regarding the appointment of the Conveyancers. You may very well, 
impose the nomination of the Conveyancers as a condition of the sale 
agreement, subject to the Seller’s approval. 

Considering that we act as impartial and unbiased Conveyancers, a 
Seller can be assured that we will carry out our responsibilities with the 
highest level of integrity wherein the interests of both parties will be 
protected. It is trite in law, that a Conveyancer must “look after” the 
interests of both the Seller and Buyer and can not act exclusively for 
either party. 

We assist in the preparation and negotiation of sale agreements and 
offer our clients the facility of carefully checking offers to purchase or 
sell before signature to avoid pitfalls.

In addition to the preparation and registration of mortgage bonds on 
behalf of financial institutions, we also attend to the preparation and 
registration of mortgage bonds for private lenders.

We hold many Clients’ Security Documents safely in our secure Strong 
Room, protecting their most important of documents from loss, damage 
and theft. For over 67 years, Clients have entrusted us with the 
safekeeping of their Wills, Antenuptial Contracts, other personal papers, 
Title Deeds, Mortgage Bonds, Loan Documents, Divorce Orders, Sale 
Agreements and many more.

Property Transfers & 

Conveyancing continued



We handle and advise on all matters pertaining 
to Sectional Title properties from the opening of 
Sectional Title Schemes to the routine day-to-day 
transfers of Sectional Title Units.

We also assist those who encounter difficulties in 
relation to extensions, not just of schemes, but of 
individual units and the creation or amendment, 
where the need arises, of Exclusive Use Areas.

We represent both developers and individual 
owners in disputes relating to Rules, Common 
Property and Management issues.

We have been involved in this area of Law since 
sectionalisation of property first occurred in 1971 
and have assisted many property owners in the 
conversion from Share Block to Sectional Title 
Ownership.

Sectional Title & 

Community Schemes
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Antenuptial Contracts

In planning one of the most special and important days 

of any couples’ lives, the legal implications of the chosen 

marital regime are ordinarily lost in the wedding 

preparation and excitement. This fundamental mistake 

can have far reaching consequences later on in the 

relationship.

With the Firm’s rich history and strong multi-generational 

relationships with Clients, we so often have the pleasure 

of advising and attesting to a Couple’s ANC and years 

later sharing our Boardroom or Library with them and 

their children as the next generation begins their marital 

journey. We take great pride in being able to offer this 

continuity of service and to form part of our Client’s lives.



Negotiation, preparation and conclusion of all 
types of commercial and personal agreements.

Establishment of new businesses (whether sole 
proprietorships, partnerships, trusts or companies).

Preparation of complex and standard form 
contracts, including, but not limited to:

 Purchase and Sale of property and busines

 Residential Leases and Commercial Lease

 Partnership Agreement

 Shareholders Agreements

 Franchise Agreements

 Licensing and Technology Agreements

 Service Level Agreements

 International Import and Export Contracts

 Loan Agreements and Acknowledgements 

of Debt

Tax implications thereof.

We advise and assist clients in the:

Contracts, Contractual Advice & 

Commercial Law
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A Notary Public is an Attorney with a post-graduate 
qualification differentiating him or her from colleagues 
and from whom exceptional expertise and the highest 
degree of integrity is expected. Documents prepared or 
executed by a Notary are generally accepted anywhere 
in the world without question.

Notaries are admitted and authorised by the High Court 
of South Africa to draw and attest contracts and other 
documents and to authenticate certain documentation 
for international purposes.

Certain documentation intended to be used abroad 
must be “Apostilled” or “legalised” by way of Apostille 
Certification before they may be accepted by foreign 
authorities.

With three Notaries Public on call the Firm ensures that 
you receive the correct information and advice to 
prevent costly, unnecessary delays and complications.

Antenuptial Contracts have no effect unless they are 
executed before a Notary Public.

Notarial Practice, Apostille & 

Notarial Certification
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Trusts
We advise on and attend to the preparation and 
registration of Property, Family, Charitable, Special and 
Trading Trusts.

The utilisation of Trusts (both Inter Vivos (living) and 
Testamentary (Will) Trusts) is still recognised as one of the 
most effective tools in business, estate duty and tax 
planning.

Our Estates and Trust Department will ensure that suitable 
and beneficial trust structuring and advice is given across 
the myriad applications of law.
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Family Law

Antenuptial contracts, divorce, maintenance, 
care (custody) and contact (access) disputes 
and all matters pertaining to Family Law are 
handled by the Firm.

Born of years of experience, a sensitive and 
caring, yet decisive and firm approach has 
seen our Clients comforted through very 
difficult and deeply personal times.

Recognised as one of Durban’s oldest family 
law firms, we continue to look after family 
affairs for our Clients.

Entrusted with your most private and personal 
affairs, the Firm’s unwavering approach to 
confidentiality and trust ensures that our 
Clients are cared for and comforted whilst 
their legal interests and rights are soundly and 
thoroughly protected.



THE FIRM
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RANDAL JAMES BRERETON

A product of Michaelhouse and Natal 
University, Randal joined the firm in 1973. He 
is admitted to practise as an Attorney, 
Notary and Conveyancer and holds a Post 
Graduate Diploma in Taxation. Randal 
practises in the fields of Property Law, 
Commercial Law and in Estate Planning 
and Administration.


Randal is an avid fly fisherman with an 
abiding love of the outdoors.

DAVID JAMES BRERETON

Schooled in Natal, David matriculated at 
Michaelhouse and went on to complete his 
BA and LLB degrees at Rhodes University. 
Articled at John Hudson & Company in 2009, 
David was admitted as an Attorney in early 
2010 and practised in the Litigation and 
Family Law Department until 2012.



After working as an Associate with one of 
Johannesburg’s oldest law firms, David joined 
Rand Merchant Bank and FNB Business Bank, 
developing a sound knowledge of corporate 
law, risk and compliance, banking and 
Industrial Relations.



David rejoined the Firm in 2019 and brings 
with him a diverse skill set and knowledge 
drawn from experience both in and out of 
the Corporate World.

Our Partners
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PRATIKSHA NARSAI RAMLOGAN

Nicholas joined the firm in 2017 after obtaining an LLB 
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Having completed 
his articles with the Firm, Nick was admitted as an 
Attorney in 2019 and was appointed as a Partner a year 
later in March 2020.



With experience in all aspects of civil and commercial 
litigation, Nick is able to apply a broad based 
knowledge of risk assessment and consideration to his 
speciality in the administration of deceased estates. 
Being a registered Tax Practitioner further compliments 
his ability to better advise clients on all aspects of estate 
planning.



In keeping with the ethos of the Firm Nick approaches 
all matters with the aim of building long lasting 
relationships with his clients.


Outside the Firm, Nick plays hockey and has 
represented KZN numerous times.

NICHOLAS JOHN WILLIAMS

Pratiksha, a qualified Attorney and Conveyancer, 
with over a decade of experience providing legal 
expertise, completed her LLB Degree at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal. 


Following her admission as an Attorney in 2009, she 
has procured invaluable experience over the years 
working closely with both her team and clients, 
joining the firm as a Partner in March 2021.


Pratiksha deals with all types of property related 
matters and with her in-depth knowledge and 
experience in the conveyancing field, she is 
committed to a culture of professionalism and 
efficiency.


An avid reader, outside of the office, Pratiksha enjoys 
the outdoors and spending time with her family.
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Associate

DANIEL EMILE FRANCIOS BEETGE

A Glenwood High School Old Boy and LLB 
Graduate from University of The Free 
State, Emile joined the firm as a 
Candidate Attorney in 2020. Emile is an 
active member of Round Table, enjoys 
golf, and plays rugby on Club level.
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JOHN CHARLES STEWART HUDSON

Educated at Cordwalles, Hilton College and Natal University. 
John founded the firm in 1952 and continues to practise as a 
consultant to the firm. John brings nearly 70 years of wisdom 
and considerable experience to the firm in the fields of 
Property Law, Commercial Law, Family Law, Wills, Trusts and 
Estate matters.

Our Consultants

BRIAN EDWARD SHELTON AGAR

A recognised leading expert in Sectional Title, Shareblock 
and Property law, the firm had the great pleasure of Brian’s 
joining as a Consultant in 2018. Having graduated from the 
Universities of Cape Town and Natal, Brian commenced 
practice for his own account in 1956, growing his firm to over 
twenty partners and holding the position of Chairman for 
many years. Brian’s considerable expertise in property law has 
seen him involved in numerous high profile matters.
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Conveyancing Team

Estates Team

Standing: Viksha Lilruthan, Daniel Emile Francios Beetge and Jyothi Gopaul. Sitting: 

Randal James Brereton and Nicholas John Williams.

Standing: Angelique Patinios, Daniel Emile Fancios Beetge and Natasha Nair. 

Sitting: David James Brereton and Pratiksha Narsai Ramlogan.
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CONTACT US

OUR DETAILS

Phone (031) 303-3002 


Fax (031) 303-3161

General: info@johnhudson.co.za


Estates: stafford@johnhudson.co.za


Conveyancing: conveyancing@johnhudson.co.za

303 Florida Road, Morningside, Durban 4001 P.O. 
Box 730, Durban 4000 | Docex 33, Durban

Website: https://dtstudios.wixsite.com/johnhudsonco


